
PURPOSE-BUILT FOR THE EVENTS INDUSTRY
The ASTM Environmentally Sustainability Meetings standards were created by and for 
event industry professionals to improve the sustainability of meetings and events. Other 
standards like LEED or Green Seal focus on particular aspects – the built environment or 
products – but ASTM has been designed specifically for the impacts of our industry. 

NINE STANDARDS THAT COVER THE MAIN SUPPLIER SECTORS 
The ASTM standards address nine specific elements of a sustainable meeting: destinations; 
venues; audio visual and production; communication and marketing; exhibits; food and 
beverage; transportation; accommodations, and onsite offices.   

STANDARDS FOR PLANNERS, SUPPLIERS AND EXHIBITORS 
Each standard is designed to be utilized by the event organizer as well as their suppliers – 
requirements are clearly delineated for both groups in each of the nine published standards. 
Exhibitor criteria are addressed in the Exhibit standard. 

CORE SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES WITH TAILORED REQUIREMENTS 
Each standard addresses sustainability through the core topics of Staff Management, 
Communications, Waste, Energy, Air Quality, Water, Procurement and Community. This 
holistic approach encourages consideration of sustainability issues from the RFP to move-
out to the post event report.

FOUR LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT 
Organizations can improve their performance by achieving progressively more challenging 
requirements.  Level One is designed to be attainable for most organizations with cost 
neutrality or cost savings.  Level Four offers the most challenging performance criteria. 

CONTINUAL IMPROVEMENT  
The standards require continual tracking of key metrics and indicators. Adopting the 
standard will improve your performance – and your bottom line. 

CERTIFICATION: AN ANTIDOTE TO GREENWASHING 
Credible, trustworthy, accountable – these are the kinds of words you want to stick to 
your brand or business. Achievement of the ASTM criteria can be certified by iCompli – an 
independent not-for-profit auditing organization. Certification can enhance the credibility 
of your sustainability claims. 

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS BEYOND CERTIFICATION
An independent third party will see your business differently. ASTM certification can help 
you improve your reporting processes, management systems and internal controls. 

INDUSTRY ENDORSED
The industry’s leading organizations were involved in developing the Standards and are 
driving adoption. Both have dedicated staff and resources to help you adopt the standards. 
Learn more at GMIC.  

3 OF THE 5 LARGEST VENUES IN NORTH AMERICA ARE NOW CERTIFIED 
McCormick Place in Chicago, the Orange County Convention Center in Orlando and the 
Sands Expo and Congress Center at the Venetian and the Palazzo in Las Vegas have now 
been certified to the ASTM Venue Standard.  
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10 THINGS  
YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE ASTM  

ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE MEETINGS STANDARDS

ABOUT ICOMPLI 
iCompli is a division of 
BPA Worldwide, a not-for-
profit auditing organization 
established in 1931 to audit 
circulation for publishers, 
advertisers and their 
agencies. Today, BPA’s audit 
services have expanded to 
include external assurance 
of government and industry 
standards and independent 
verification of companies’ 
technology and service claims. 
iCompli provides third party 
assurance and certification 
services for leading global 
sustainability standards.

For more information

from BPA Worldwide

John Mikstay, CEM, CSR-P, ACSAP,  
Manager, Assurance Services

iCompli Sustainability for BPA 
Worldwide

100 Beard Sawmill Rd., 6th Floor 
Shelton, CT. 06484-6150

Office: (203) 447-2881 
Cell: (917) 696-0589

jmikstay@bpaww.com

www.icomplisustainability.com

http://www.gmicglobal.org/?page=APEXcertification



